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Drurkk. xx&Viii. 2 1. 
The Lord ſhall make the 
Peſtilence cleave untothee, 


until he have conſumed 
thee— 


EN UCH are our Preſent Apprehen - 
s 23 ſions, and fuch Cauſe have we to 
85 "| be very Apprehenſive, of That 

great Evil, which is here de- 
nounced, that the Sound of the Words in 
the Text may well make both the ears of 
every one that heareth it to tingle. The 
Danger of this Severe Judgment, which 
we dread, is not very Far from us; And 
the Reaſons, which, in Reſpect of Reli- 
gion, we have of dreading it, too Nearly 
Az concern 
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n 


concern us: For it cannot be. Denied, and 
oaght, with all poſſible Humility, to be 
Confeſfed, that it would be Juſt in God, 


rs bring Evil upon us, even Fog 0 of 
our Viſitation. 


Ought we not therefore to be Serious 
and Thoughtful, Studious and Sollicitous, 
Impartial and Particular, in Confidering 
anch Applying the Reaſons. of God's In. 
flicting the Puniſhment here Denounced? 
And Theſe are obſervable from the 150. 
ver. It ſhalt come to paſs, if thou wilt 
not hearken unto the voice of the Lord 
thy God, to obſerve to do all his Com- 
mandments and his Statutes, which I 
command thee this day; that all theſe 
curſes ſhall come upon thee; And to This 
is ſubjoyned an Enumeration of the Va. 
rious Curſes, including That in the 
Text, which their Diſobedience would 
Infallibly bring upon them, and which 
their Obedience would em Pro 
vent. 

Under this Relation of the Text to 
the Context, the Subject and the: Oc- 
caſion of this Diſcourſe do require out 

. Atten- 


— So 
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Attentive Conſideration of theſe two 
points: 

I, The Rule and Meaſure of our Du- 
ty, under a Proper Senſe of the Threat- 
ning in the Text; and 

I, The Puniſhment, which may be 
expected, if our Duty be not Fulfilled. 

I*. The Rule and Meaſure of our Du- 
ty, under a Proper Senſe of the Threat- 


ing in the Text. And as the Js of the 


Nation are aſſigned for the Cauſe of God's 
Inflicting the Puniſhment Denounced a- 


gainſt it; our Duty, under a Proper Senſe 
of the Threatning, depends, eſpecially, 
upon Two Things; 

I*, A Sincere and True Repentance 


for our own Sins. 
IF”. Our Deteſting and Bewailing the 


Sins of other Perſons, and Deprecating 
that Divine Vengeance, which may Fuſt- 
ly fall upon the Kingdom, on account of 
Their Sins, or, our Own. 

R. Our Sincere and True Repentance 
for our own Sins. The Neceſſity and 
Efficacy of True Repentance, are Fully 
repreſented, in this Moving Account of 
the 
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Ezek. 


xviii. 30, 


31, 32. 
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the Condeſcending and Compaſſionate Re- 
gard, which the Author of our Beings, 
hath to our Happineſs: Repent, and turn 


your ſelves from all your tranſgreſſi ons; 


fo Tniquity ſhall not be your ruine. M. by 
will ye die? I have no pleaſure in the 
the 4 ath of him that dieth, ſaith the 
Lord God; wherefore turn your ſelves 
and live ye. God is Abundant in Mercy 
and Commiſeration towards Mankind; 
Bur ſtill, Mercy it Self cannot skreen us 
from his Wrath, if we will not be pre- 
vailed upon, to fulfil the Conditions of 
Mercy. Though He hath given us This 
Character of Himſelf, for our Encourage- 
ment and Conſolation, that his Compaſ: 
ſions fail not; yet, that we may not 
Groundleſſly Preſume upon Them, or, 
conceive Them to extend unto Perſons 
who are not Proper Objects of Them, He 


gives this Remarkable Warning to Incor- 


rigible Sinners; I will daſh them one à. 
gainſt another; Twill not pity, nor ſpare, 


nor have Mercy, but Karp them 5 * 
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Diſobedience is the Only Means of For-. 
feiring, and Sincere Repentance the only 
Means of Regaining, his Favour. 

He, whoſe Hand directs Thoſe Arrows 
of Death, which we are now afraid of, is 
Diſtinctly obſerving, how Serious, or Su- 
perficial we are, in endeavouring to pre- 
vent their being levell'd at Us; and our 
Fate will be Determin'd by our Bchavi- 
our. It is not the Mournful Voice, or 
the Dejected Looks, but the True and 
Deep Contrition of our Hearts, that can 
Avert the Impending Judgments of God 
from us. Ts not this the Fat that I | 
have choſen, to looſe the Bands of 
wickedneſs * 2 Our Converſion is the Pro- 
per Meafure of our Hopes; and the Pro- 
portion of our Fears, is to be taken from 
our Impenitence. Tis left to our Choice, 
whether we will abandon « our Sins, or our 
Safety; whether we will be veſſels of 
wrath, or, veſſels of mercy ; whether we 


will be Defended, or Deſtroyed by ” 
Almighty 
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How ſhall we then be Particular eno ugh. 
in Recollecting, or Earneſt and Vebenen 
enough in Deteſting and Bewailing, the 
Sins and Follies of our Lives, and the De- 
fects which may be chargeable even upon 
our Former Exerciſes of Repentance itſelf? 
If it be found, after all Paſt Inſtances of 
Humiliation, that Worldly Men have till 
Relapſed into their Eager Love and Pur- 
ſuits of the things of the World ; The 
Drunkard and Glutton, into his Intempe- 
rance and Exceſs ; The Impure, into his 
Pollutions ; the Proud and Supercilious, 
into his wonted High Eſteem of Himſelf, 
and Contempt, or Neglect of Others ; The 
Paſſionate and Boiſterous, into their Uſual 
Forgetfulneſs of Themſelves, and Indul- 
gence of their Tumultuous Paſſions ; The 
Slothful and Negligent in the Duties of 
Religion, into their former Lazineſs and 
Remiſſneſs; the Hypocrite, into his Old 
Tricks of Falſe-colouring and Miſrepreſen. 


tation, retiring within his Cover'd Ways, 


and running the Fatal Rounds of Pretencę 
and Diſguiſe; The Factious, Prejudiced, 


and Partial, into his Inveterate Spirit of 
Faction 
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faction, Prejudice and Diviſion ; The Un- 
charitable and Unmerciful, into his Cuſto- 
mary, Impious Diſregard to the Miſeries 
of his Brethren ; If in Theſe, or, any other 
Inſtances of Iniquity, it be found, that, 
after all our Faſtings and Humiliations, 
Sighs and Tears, Vows and Reſolutions, 
we are ſtill the very Same Men, have ſtill 
run Back into the Dominion of the very 
Same Paſſions, and Allowance of the Same 
Vicious Practices, as Before, we may 
Hence draw this Afflicting and Woful Con- 
ſequence for our ſelves, That we are ſtill 
Obnoxious to the Indignation of our Maker, 
we are ſtill to Begin the great Work of 
our Repenrance Afreſh, and to Humble 
our ſelves before God, even for the-Inef- 
ficacy and Unfruitfulneſs of our Former 
Humiliations before Him. 
Whoſoever is in this Unhappy Caſe, 
ſhould obey the Propher's Injunction, and 
Indeed Rent his Heart, under this Re- 
flexion, That All he hath hitherto done, 
ſgnifies nothing; For All Does ſignify 
nothing, if he hath till Fallen off from his 
Holy Purpoſes, if be hath ſtill returned 
B to 
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to his former: Sinful Courſes, and be ſtill 
Swayed and Governed by his Unruly Paſ. 
ſions, of hat Kind ſoever they be. Let 
every ſuch» Perſbn mourn, as One who 
will not be Comforted; Will not? Can- 
not be, otherwiſe, comforted, than under 
the Hopes of God's Mercy, upon the 
Cbndition of That Repentance, which is 
ſtill ro be Perform'd, and which he muſt 


Begin with the Profoundeſt Sorrow; if he 
would have QXbrainate in ng Perfection 
of Joy. Ii A 

Let us no al longer dare to Trifle with 
Gd," and Deceive our Selves; Nothing 


cat render Him Propitious td Us, but the 
Faithful Diſcharge of our Duty to Him. 
May therefore the Sincerity of our Repen- 
1 tancè effectually recommend us to his Mer. 
cy and Fayour This Day, and may evety 


ſucoeeding Day of our Lives be a Ney 


Proof of That Sincerity. 


IIA. Zis our. Duty, to Deteſt 55 Be 


2 wail the Sins. of Other Perſons, and to 


Deprecate that Divine V engeance, whith 


may gufily fall upon the Kingdom, ou 
account of T heir Sins, or, our Own, . 


3-5 In 
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In a Future State indeed, no Body den 
The Proper Weight of Puniſhment Due to 
every Man's Guilt, will be laid ypon his 
own Perſon Alone. But this Rule does 
not hold good, in all the Diſtributions of 
Puniſhment, in This State. Nations and 
Communities, as ſuch, do finally Diſſolve 
and Ceaſe in This World; And therefore, 
as ſuch, they are to be Rewarded and Pu- 
niſhed Here, or not at All. And, when 
God {ends a General Calamity upon a Na- 
tion, Thoſe who have Provoked him to 
it, are not the Only Sufferers by it; Their 
Neighbours are diſtreſſed, as well as Them- 
ſelves, who have been the Cauſè of ſuch 
Diſtrels. And This is One Weighty ! Rea- 
ſon of our Deteſting and Bewailing Other 
Mens Sins, and of Proving the Reality of 
this Deteſtation and Sorrow, by bearing 
our Teſtimony againſt them, upon all Pro- 
per Occaſions; Tis a Reaſon abundantly 
Sufficient to juſtify our being ſo highly 
concern'd for the Iniquities and Abomina- 
tions of our Fejlow-Citizens and Countrey- 


men, as to teſtify that Concern, no leſs 


B 2 by 
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by Exhorting or Reproving them, as Cir- 
cumſtances Require, than by Mourning 
and Pray ing for them. 

But ſo Injudicious, and Injurious are 
Wicked Men, as to account ſuch Reproof 
and Exhortations, the Effects of a Meddling 
and Impertinent Spirit. In the Defence 
even of their Blaſphemy, their Bur /eſques 


* 


Jude's Words, of all their hard Speeches, 


upon God and Religion, and, to ule St. 


which OngodlySinners have ſpoken againſt 
the Lord, they are wont to expreſs Them- 


ſelves, in much the fame way, as Thoſe 


l. xii. 4. 


Haughty Scorners, who are introduced by 
the P/almiſt, faying, With our Tongue 


will we prevail; our Lips are our own» 


who it Lord over us? They are apt to 


lay; and to ſay it with Virulency enough, 
That no Man hath any thing to do with 


Them, or Their Behaviour: And whoſo- 
ever Concerns himſelf with Them, is Pe- 


tulant, and Affected, and Phantaſtical. 
Happy indeed would it be for Humane 
Society, if the Truth of this their Obſer- 
vation were but equal to the Acrimony of 
it. But the Advantages, or the Misfortunes, 


the 
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the Joys, or the Sorrows of all the Mem- 
bers of a Community, are, in many Re- 
ſpects, and on many Accounts, fo Mix d 


and Complicated, that in the Political, as 
well as the Natural Body, when one 


Member ſuffers, all the Members ſuffer 


with it. Where is the Petulancy, or, the 
Impertinence, of Claiming to our ſelves that 
Concern with Impious Men, or, thoſe Re- 
lations to them, Which we ſhould be glad 
to Shake off and Diſannull. The Cale is fo 
Plain, that it needs not to be Largely Il- 
luſtrated, and fo Afflicting, that it cannot 
be Neglected, That our Relations to Them 
are, in This State, Indiſſoluble; That 
we muſt have Concern for Them, unleſs 
we can be Unconcern'd for our Selves; 
That their Rebellions againſt God are Apt 
to call down Storms of Divine Fury upon 
the Kingdom, and, that an Univerſal Cala- 
mity will Aﬀe&t Us in Common with 
Themſelves. 

The Deliverance of Righteous Lot from 
the Deſtruction of Sodom, was Extraor- 
dinary; And of ſuch Uncommon and Ex- 
traordinary Inſtances, the Spirit of God 

ſpeaks 
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ſpeaks in the x1v® Ch. of Ezek. with Re. 
lation to the ſcycral Kinds of National 
Judgments, and Particularly That, which 
ſhould Now move our Pzety, as well as our 
Fear: If I ſend aPeſiilence into that Land, 
and pour out my Fury upon it in Blood, 
to cut off from it Man and Beaſt; though 
Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I live 
faith the Lord, they ſhall deliver neither 
Son, nor Daughter ; they ſhall but deliver 
their own Souls by their Righteouſneſs, 
Though God ſhould think fit to deliver fuch 


Extraordinary Perſons, in an Extraordinary 


Manner ; yet even Their Families, even 
the Deareſt Branches of them, their Sons 
and their Daughters, ſhould fall in the 
Common Deſtruction. And, in all Ordi- 
nary Caſes, the Great Inſtruments of Gods 
Vengeance, the Sword, the Famine, and 
the Peſtilence, ſeem to break in, Promi. 
cuouſly, upon Virtuous, and Vicious Men. 
If any Perſon be Preſerved, in the very 
middle of Danger, by the ſpecial Interpo- 
ſition of Heaven, from theſe Great Evil; 
yet do They plainly Ravage and Cop: 
{ume the Inhabitants of the Land, with- 

oll 
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out vi/ible Difference or Diſcrimination. 
So far as it is thus Proper, and Natural 
for us, to Deteſt and Bewail the Sins of 


our Brethren, becauſe we, as well as 


Themſelves, are Thereby in Danger of 
being viſited by Public Calamity; in 


Danger of being Involved with Them 
and by Them, in a General Deſolation; 


ſo far, the Propriety and Obligations of 

this Duty do chiefly depend upon the In- 

nate Principle of Self preſervatiun. 
But we are under Further Engagements 


to it, as it is the neceſſary Conſequence 


of that Love of our Nezghbours Them- 


ſelves, which is Indiſpenſably required at 


our hands. Our Affectionate Concern 


for 'T hein will conſtrain us to Abhor and 


Bemoan thoſe their Follies and Impieties, 
which muſt carry Them, through the Na- 
tional puniſhment, if They ſhould bring it 


upon us, into Endleſs Miſery ; whilſt O- 


thers, who may. undergo the fame Fate 


with Them Here, ſhall paſs, through the 
Doleful Vale of Death, into aGlorious Life. 


And there are ſtill Other, and Superiour 


Reaſons, of this Duty, grounded upon 


the 
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the zealons Concern we are Bound to haye 


for God's Glory, which is the Ultimate 
end of the whole Creation. The Royal 


Prophet gives a Rule of Duty to Us, un- 
der this Pathetic account of his Fulfilling 
it Himſelf, in Both the parts of it, Deep 


Sorrow for the violations of God's Ho- 
nour, and an Utter Abhorrence of Them“. 
Rivers of waters run down mine eyes, 
becauſe they keep not thy Law. | Do 
not I hate them that hate thee; and am 


not I grieved with thoſe that riſe up a. 


gain ſi thee? yea I hate them right ſore; 
even as though they were mine enemies. 
'Tis impoſſible to be Warm in the Love 
of God, and to be Cool and Unconcern'd, 
under a Senſe of the Diſhonour offer'd to 
Him, by our Brethren. 

There is yet One Reaſon more of this 
Duty to be taken notice of, the Hope of 
its Acceptance with God, when 'tis add- 
ed to a True Repentance for our own Sins. 
For, when we are fo far from Eſpouſing, 
or Approving the Prevailing Corruptions 
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and Iniquities, that we cannot bear the 
very Thoughts of Them; when our An- 
guiſh occaſion'd by them is Pungent and 
Laſting; when our real Abhorrence of 
Them introduceth, as it will certainly in- 
troduce, the utmoſt Oppoſition to Them, 
according to our Circumſtances and Capa- 
cities; when we Humbly acknowledge, 
that rhe ſevereſt Publick Judgments would 
be Their Juſt Conſequence and Reward» 
and, when our Deprecations of ſuch Judg- 
ments are Sincere and Fervent ; we do, at 
once Demonſtrate our Ardent Love of 
God and Charity to our Brethren, our 
Faith, our Sincerity, our Humility, our 
Affiance, our Zeal, Diſpoſitions and 
Qualifications, which God, Principally, 
Requires, and muſt therefore be Highly 
Acceptable to Him. And hence it fol- 
lows, that if we ſhould Happily Abound 
with Perſons, who do truly Deteſt, 
and Bewail, and oppoſe themſelves to, 
the Sins of the Times, and are There- 
fore Adorned with All theſe Heavenly 
Diſpoſitions, we may reaſonably Hope, 
that They, through the Interceſſion of 

C Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, may prevail for Mercy with God, 
that we Periſh not. 

It is not for Man to Determine, or 
Imagine, what Number of ſuch Holy Sup- 
plicants may ſuffice to Avert the Wrath 
of God, that he may are the place, 
for their ſakes. But we are certain, from 
the Scriptures, that he Particularly Re- 
gards the Duties of ſuch Faithful and De- 


vout, and Zealous Servants, as Oppoſe 


themſelves to the Iniquities of their 
Countrey; And Therefore it is, that, af. 


ter he had charged the Fews with all 


their Abommations, before he Proceeds 
to execute his Vindictive Juſtice upon 
Them, he gives in this Obſervation, 
*I ſought for a man among them, that 


Should make up the hedge, and ſtand in 
the Gap before me, for the land, that 1 
Should not deſtroy it; but 1 found none. 


In one Inſtance, He condeſcended to De- 


clare, what Determinate Number of 
Righteous perſons in.a Government ſhould 
ſuffice to Prevent the Deſtruction of the 


— comm. 
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* Ezek. xxii. 30. 


Whole. 
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Whole. And who would not Wiſh and 
Labour to be ranked in ſuch a Bleſſed 
Number ? Who would not Crown his 
Repentance for his Own Sins, with all 
the Effects of a True Sorrow for the 
Sins of his Brethren, thereby Contribu- 
ting to Their Preſent Safety and Happi- 
nels, as well as his Own? 

But if Any man ſhall fail, This Day, of 
Teſtifying in his Heart, under the Pre- 
ſence of God, the Searcher of Hearts, 
and Hereafter, in his Words and At7tons, 
as Occaſions ſhall Require, his Abhor- 
rence of any of the Sins, which Appear 
in the Nation, and Threaten to bring 
Miſchief upon it; let him be well Ap- 
prized, how far he would be Anſwerable 
to his Countrey, if it ſnould be Depopu- 
lated by a Monſter, which he will not 
lend a hand to Deſtroy ; how Properly he 
may be accounted a Partaker of the Sins, 


which he does not, Proportionably to his 


Power and Opportunities, Oppoſe and 
Diſcountenance, and not only ſo, but 
which he does not ſo much as Diſapptove 
and Deteſt; and, by Conſequence, how 

TY far 
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A Faſt-Sermon. 
far he may be Accountable for thoſe Ca. 
lamities, which National Guilt may bring 
upon us. 
And, that the Reaſons of the Duty, 


which have been offer'd, may be the 


more ſubſervient to the Preſent Great 
purpoſe of our Reconciliation to God, let 
us Apply them, briefly, to a Few Part: 
calars; under which every one may try 
himſelf, by the General Obſervations that 
have been made, and form a Competent 
Knowledge, whether he Contributes, by 
an utter Diſapprobation of his Brethren's 
Sins, and the Proper Effects of it, to the 
Preſervation, or, by his Approbation of 
them, and the Effects of That, to the De. 
ſtruction of his Countrey. 

The Particulars, which I ſhall mention, 
do nearly concern All Chriſtians; And 
yet, to ſuch an Inexcuſable and Prodigious 
Length are we run, in our Diviſions and 
Animoſities, that they now Reach to 
Points, which are the Common Cauſe of 
all the Faithful Diſciples of Chriſt. And 
This very Thing might be here inſiſted 
on, as a Principal Article, amongſt thoſe Sins 
of 
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of Others, which every Man ought to De- 
teſt and Bewail, if the Charge of it were 
not ſo General and Comprehenſive, that! 
thought ir Proper to be mention'd under 
the Firſt Head of this Diſcourſe, concern— 
ing every Man's Repentance for his own 
Particular Sins. There is little ſtreſs to 
be laid upon our Repentance, ſo long as 
we Act by the Flagitious Principles of 
Partiality, Prejudice, and Reſpeft of 
Perſons, and that even in the Things of 
Religion. It can neither be Concealed, nor 
Excuſed, that we are beſet with Men fo 
Abandon'd'to Bigotry and Prejudice, that 
they commonly graft a Diſeſteem and Ne- 
glect of the Duties and Principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, upon their Averſion, and Unjuſt 
Averſion too, to the Perſon, by whom they 
ar e vindicated, or recommended, if he Differs 
from Them in any Point relating to their 
Secular Intereſt. This is ſuch Conſummate 
Iniquity, ſuch a Readineſs ro Offer up 
God upon the Altar of Mammon, that no- 
thing Leſs, than the Streams Iſſuing forth 
from the Fountain of [f:nzte Mercy, could 
Hitherto have ſufficed to walh off the Stains 
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of it's Tranſcendent Guilt. Tis next to 
an Impoſſibility, that a Kingdom ſo 
Wretchedly, ſo Impiouſly Divided, ſhould 
ſtand. 

This, being obſerved concerning This 
Depravity, the Wild Spirit of Diviſion, 
which indeed mixeth, more or lefs, with 
Moſt of our other Depravities, I proceed 
to thoſe Particular Sins of Other Men, 
which were propoſed to be mention'd, as 
worthy of our Deteſtation and Sorrow. 
And the 


1. Firſt of them is, A Neglect and 
Contempt of Revealed Religion. There 
are Men to be found, who have ſet up 
their Reaſon for their Idol; who have 
fixed their own Natural Notions for 
their Only Guides, Diſregarding and De. 
ſpiſing the Guidance, and the Authority 
of God's Holy Word, which is given them, 


from Heaven, for the Adequate Rule of 


tures, whoſe Divine Authority is atteſted 


their Lives. Let Thoſe for ever give up. 
their Pretenſions to Juſt Thinking, as well 
as to Religion, who will not Allow the 
Higheſt Reverence towards thoſe Scrip- 


by 
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by ſuch Evidence, as Nothing but Per- 
verleneſs can Reject, and Common Senſe 
obligeth us to Believe. We muſt ſtrike 
out of our Minds all our Notions of the 
Diſtance betwixt the Almighty, and our 
Selves, before we can Preyent Trembling, 
under the Leaſt Thought of [rreverence 
towards His Sacred Word. What Miſe- 
ries then may we not expect to follow the 


Provocations of thoſe Miſcreants, who 


Dare in their Words and Writings, to Op- 
poſe and Explode it? If the Air ſhould 
become Peſtzlential, have we not too 
much reaſon to think, that Their breath- 
ing in it, is a Chief Thing, that hath made 

it ſo? | 
As the Revelation of God's Will, is the 
Higheſt Inſtance of his Mercy; ſo do the 
Delpiſers of it, and all Thoſe, who do ei- 
ther Approve and Encourage them, or, do 
not Deteſt and Bewail Their Impieties, pro- 
voke Him to puniſh the Abuſe of the 
Greateſt Bleſſing, with the Sharpeſt Judg- 
ments. The Wiſe and Pious Martyrs 
Willingly laid down Their Lives in the 
Defence of the Goſpel; And Our's are 
3 Like 
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Like to fall an Duwilling Sacrifice to the 
Contempt of it. 
- 2%, The Impieties of Thoſe, who, 
though they do not throw off All Re. 
vealed Religion, do yet contend againſt 
the Neceſſity of Believing the Great M. 
ſteries of it, ſuch as the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, or, the Divine Nature of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus, God Bleſſed P. 
for ever; Their Impieties do as Propetly ol 
call for our Abhorrence, as their Perſons do u 
for our Compaſſionate and Tender concern Ir 
for their Salvation. The Abborrence of k 
their Impieties is as Conſiſtent with the N 
i 
a 
q 


Intire Love of their Perſons, as the Ab. 
horrence of our Own Sins is with the Love 
of our Selves. | 
Since the Author of Religion, is likewif 
the Governour of the World, it muſt be 
Reaſonable and Juſt to expect, that he will 
rule the Nations with a Rod of Iron, if 
They reſolve to be Obſtinate in Denying 
the Things, which he expreſſly Commands 
them to Believe. God's Diſpleaſure is 
Highly Provoked by all Open Inſtances 
cf Unbelief, and by all the Arguments De- 
viſed 
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viſed and Offer d to ſupport it, how Art- 
ful or ſmooth ſoever they may be; And 
„That Provocation is increaſed by every 

man, who does either Approve and A- 
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bett, or, who does not Diſapprove and 
; Deteſt them. For, God Judgeth of men 
by the Inward State of their Minds, as 
well as by their Outward Actions and ? 
Profeſſions; And therefore Thoſe, who, 7 
| on account of ſome: Tempora Conſidera- i 
| tion, do not Openly Declare themſelves 
| in Favour of Upbelicf, and yet are ſo far ' 


| Friends to it, as not to Diſapprove, and; 
upon all; proper occaſions, Declare againſt 
it, are, in the Judgment of God, reckon'd 
amongſt Unbelievers; For he that is not 
with me, is againſt me. They who Sit 
Still, as Unconcern d, upon fach Occafi- 
ons, may perhaps account their Uncon- 
cernedneſs and their Silence, a Safe and 
Notable piece of Management; But they 
would find this a Groundleſs and a Dan- 
gerous Opinion, if they did bur ſufficient. 
1 ly weigh the force of our ur Saviour 8 Decla- 


ä — F * 


YA 7 
{ 
tation 


26 


Matt. x, 


A kaſt-Sxrmon. 


ratian; -H# boſoever: ſhall be aſhamed. of 


Ex de 
ne and of my words, in thir adulterow | ff 
aud \finful Generation ; of him alſb ſhall 


the Son of man be aſhamed, when'he co- 
meth in the glory of bis father; with. the ch 
Holy Angels, Such Texts as Theſt dught ch 
to be Continually revolved in the ininds of + 
Thoſe Perfons} who ate Apt to ſtand New: A 
ter in a caſe, where Neutralitycis Culpa- 
blo and Perniclous; who are ſuch Steves 
to their own Fears, and to this adulte. 
nous and ſinful generation, that che y will 
not venture, even to Speak in the Defence 
of their Lord's Honour, or to ſhew any 
Diflike to the Oontumelious and Re ach- 
ful, the Violent and Pertinacious 
tion, which is made to the Great Articles 
of Faith, by a Race of men, who are 
ſcarce mare a Scandal to the Gel it felf, 
chan to a nee e the Belief 
of it! * 197 

is High. uber de us to be Aﬀeed 
with: a Due Senſe of Theſe Things when 
we. ate in marũfeſt Dariger of being Un- 
done by Fhem. Let us fearch the drrip- 
Fures and Learn, how Heinous a Sin Un- 


* belief 


4 Fit rn. 
belief is, and then Impartially contides, 
if we can yet be Impartial i in Any thing, 
whether it is not to be accounted a Lead- 
ing Occaſion of the Heavieſt Puniſliments 
that fill upon mankind. Can we Doubt 
the Malignancy of the Dilputers againſt 
the Divinity of our Lord, and the other 
Articles of our Faith, ker the Caution 
given, by God's Holy Spitit, againſt Felt 
teachers, who ſhall Privily brin 
Damnable Hereſies, even denying 'he 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon 
them ſe luer foift deflrutFion*.  » 

Wonderful is the Difference of Diffe- 
rent mens Diſpoſitions and Behaviour, un- 
der the Profeſſion of the Goſpel. Ar E- 
pheſus, the Sorcerers, upon their Con- 
verſion, were ſo Pious and Ingenuous, 
that they brought their books togetber, 
and burnt them before all men: Rather 


than the Records of their Curious Arts, 


their Sörceries and Incantations, ſhould 
ſtand in the way of the Geſpel, they 
choſe, in Obedience and Honour to the 
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Faith they, embraced, to offer them for g 


Burut. Offering to the Lord. And ſhould 
it not move our Utmoſt Compaſſion to 


think, that there ſhould be, amongſt Us, 
any Authors or Advocates of Blaſpbem 


a Vnbelief, ſo Hardy, and fo Tenaci- 


ous of their Impiety, as Incorrigibly to 
Perſiſt in Bewitching the People, and, 
rather than Burn, or Retract Their Curi- 
ons Books, run the Hazard of being, 
Themſelves, caſt into the fire that ſpall 
ne ver be quenched. This Remarkable Cau- 
tion againſt, Unbelief, given by the Apo- 
ſtle*, deſerves to be well and often weighed 
by all Thoſe, who Reject and Diſdain the 


Great Truths of the Goſpel, and by all 
the Favourers of that Contemptuous Op- 


poſition, which is made to Them; Be- 
ware, leſt that come upon you, which is 
ſpoken of in the Prophets; Bebold, ye 
Deſpiſers, and Wonder, and Periſh. 

35. All Kinds of Profanation, obſer- 
vable in the World, are Proper Objects of 
our Deteſtation and AY orrow. The Profy- 
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nation of God's Holy Name is charged, 
as a Crying Sin, againſt God's people and 
in it are included, perjury, Common 
Oaths, Execrations, and every Expreſ- 
ſion which derogates from the Majeſty of 
this, Great and Glorious Nene, 7 H E 
LORD THY GOD. ' 


The Profanation' of Plates Conſecra- 


ted to Cod is an Offence, which He hath 
diſtinguiſhed, in thefe Words, by the Pro- 
phet*; As I live, ſaith the Bord God, 
ſurely,” becauſe thou halt defiled my San- 
Huary with all thy deteſtablèe things, 
and with all thy Abominations; there- 
fore will I al diminiſh thee A third 
part of thee ſhall die with the Peſtilence. 


The Profanation alſo of Times Dedicat - 
ed to God, does incur his Difpleaſure, 


and bring Puniſhmenrs upon a People. 


To which purpoſe, we are thus taught our 
Duty, and our Danger, relating to the ab- 


bath, the Violations whereof are Sinful, un- 
der the Chriſtian, as well as the Moſaical 
mm d ;T contended with the 1 
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bler of Judah, and ſaid unto them, What 
evil thing is this that ye do, and Pro. 
fane the S abbath. day? Did not your Fa. 
thers thus, and did not our God brin v7 all 
this evil upon us, and upon this (0 ? 
Tet ye bring more wrath upon Iſrael, by 
profaning the Sabbath. Thele words 
ſhould be Maturely conſidered, by all 
Perſons, who are addicted to Profa- 
ning the Lord's Day, and eſpecially by 
Thoſe, who run even into the Neglect of 
the Publick Worſhip; whether they 
4 run into it, out of a Pretence, that they 
3 do not Want Inſtruction, nor Expect = 
4 provement, by the Publick Miniſtry of 
the Word, as if it were no Offence, to 
Neglect and Deſpiſe thoſe Miniſtrations 
which God hath 3 or, as if Their 
Fill in the Rules of Duty could ex- 
cuſe Them from the Performance of it, 
or, their mighty Knowledge of the Word, 
could Cancel Thoſe Obligations to the 
Publick Worſhip of God, which are E. 
qually Incumbent upon the Learned, and 
Unlearned, High and Low, Rich and 
Poor, equally Incumbent upon all the 
Servants 
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Servants of God, who are Particularly 


caution'd againſt the Sin of forſaking the 


Aſſembling tbemſelves together, as the 
manner of ſome is; or, whether. they 
run into it, our of Soth and Idlenefs, 
or, on account of engaging themſelves 
in Temporal Affairs and Employments, 
or, for the Sake of Indulging Themſelves 
in Luxury For All ſuch Perſons, whats. 
ſoever Fanciful Opinions they may mu- 
ſter up in their own Favour, are Highly: 
Criminal, and do Increaſe the Guilt, and 
the Dangers of the Nation. 


- And, not to- urge any more Particu- 


lars, All Things whatſoever, which are 
Dedicated to God's Honour and Service, 
have a Divine Character ſtamp'd upon 
Them, and whoſoever Defaceth that Cha- 
rater, making no Diſfinction betwixt 
Them and Common Things, and, much 
more, whoſoever does Brand Them with 
Peculiar Ignominy, and makes the Di 
dain and Contempt of Them, the Only 
Mark of Diſtinction betwixr Them and 
Common Things, falls under this heavy 

Charge 


31 


32 A HTaſt Sur mon. 


Ezek. Charge of Profanation; Thou: haſt. de. 
. ppiſed mine Holy Things - They 
have put no Difference ee the 
Holy and: Profane, and 1 am profaned 
among them. And this Abomination is 
One Great Reaſon of what follows, in 
the Cloſe of the Chapter, Therefore haue 
T poured out mine Indiguation upon them, 
T have conſumed them with the fire. of 
my wrath. - How great reaſon them hath 
a Nation, to be Earneſt in the Depreca- 
tion of Impending Judgments,. when tis | 
Miſerably Infeſted with Profane, Open 1 
Aſſaults upon Sacred Things, with Wri- 
ters, who; Boldly Diſclaim and Condemn, 
Deſpiſe and Ridicule rhe Poſitive Ordi- 
nances and Inſtitutions of God, A King. 
dom muſt be Infatuated, if ſuch Appear- 
ances in it as Theſe, Wandring Stars 
ſcattering their Baneful Influence upon it, 
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3 ſhould raiſe in it no Fears, Jealouſies, ot 
4 Suſpicions, that the Velen Bere 
5 as mgh. 

il What hath been hitherto obſerved, re- 


lates to the Divine Law „ and Divine 
wy Autho- 


Faſt Sermon. 


Authority; But indeed the Neglect of 
putting Humane Laws in Execution, or, 
of exerciſing Humane Authority, for Sup- 
preſſing of Vice and the Encouragement 
of Vritue, whereſoever ſuch Neglect be 
Plainly Obſervable in any, even the Low- 
eſt Magiſtrates, or in Perſons dignified 


with any, even the Loweſt degrees of 
ſuch Authority, is exceedingly Sinful, 
and the 


4h. and Laſt Thing which I ſhall men- 
* as worthy of our Sorrow and Abhor- 
rence, and our Deprecatzons of the Pub- 
lick Sufferings, which may be it's Juſt 
Recompence and Reward. And ſuch a 
Concern for Their Iniquity is ſo far from 
being an Infringment upon the Duties 
of Reſpect and Honour to their Per- 
ſons, that, on ſeveral accounts, it ought 
to be Increaſed and Improved by the 
Senſe of Them. Far be it from a- 
ny Chriſtian to derogate from the Au- 
thority or Dignity of Magiſtracy, by 
Expoſing, or Deſcribing, or Pointing out, 
any of thoſe Offenders who are veſted 
with it; But far be ir allo from Him, to 
E Neglect 
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Neglect a Secret Diſapprobation, in his 


own Mind, of ſuch Iniquities and Corrup- 
tions, as ſhall, at any time, Plainly ap- 
pear in any of Them, or, to Neglect the 
offering up his Supplications, Prayers, 
and Interceſſions, on Their Account. 
Wholeſome Laws, which amount to a 
ſufficient encouragement of Virtue, and 
Reſtraint or Puniſhment of Vice, are the 
Bleſſing of a Nation; But the Neglect of 
putting them in Execution is the Car ſe of 
it. Let This ſink deep into the minds of 
all Thoſe, who are Qualified and Adorned 
with ſufficient Power, and yet Unfaith- 
fully neglect the Application and Exerciſe 
of that Power, to Guard God's Honour a- 
gainſt all Open Attacks upon it, and to 
Suppreſs that Drunkenneſs, thoſe Execra- 
tions, thoſe Violations of the Sabbath, 
thoſe various other Inſtances of Profane- 
neſs, thoſe Blaſphemies, and all thoſe o- 
ther Enormities, which Pollute the Land, 
and Therefore lay it open to the Fierce 
Anger of God; Let Them, in Due time, 
conſider, how they would Hereafter beat 
the Puniſhment, or the Thoughts of ha- 
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ving contributed ro the Speedy Deſtru- 
ction that may come upon us, Through 
thoſe Vices, which it was as much with- 
in the Compaſs of their Power, as of 
their Duty, to have Diſcouraged and Sup- 
preſſed. 

Tis Incumbent upon us, to Bewail 
Their Unhappineſs and our Own, if 
they ſhould Violate their Obligations; 
as well as to pray, that they may Fulfil 
theſe Obligations 70 execute Juſtice, aud 
to maintain Truth. 

What hath been ſaid, to Enforce That 
part of our Duty, which Relates to the 
Sins of our Brethren, amounts to This: 
Since the Corruptions of our Brethren are 
a Manifeſt D:/honour to God and Reli- 
gion, and a Juſt Occaſion of God's redu- 
cing Us, and Them, and our Countrey, 
to Diſtreſs and Deſtruction; Therefore 
our Obligations to Deteſt, and Bewail, 
and Diſclaim Their Sins, ariſeth from the 
Neceſſary Love of God and True Zeal for 
his Honour, from our Love of our Bre- 
thren Themſelves, and of our Countrey, 
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and from the Natural Principle of Self 


preſervation. And, as the Obligation 


of this Duty is built upon theſe ſtrong 
Foundations, ſo the Reaſons of its Ac- 
ceptance with God, have been, Above, 
Deduced from the ſame Fundamental 
Principles; To which I ſhall only add 
God's Declared, High Approbation of it, 
in the 9 Chap. of Zzek. where, repre- 
ſenting the Corruptions of Jeruſalem, 
and His purpoles of Deſtroying it, upon ac- 
count of Them, He fixeth a Special Mark 
of Favour upon the men that Sigh, and 
that Cry for all the: Abominations that 
be done iu the mids} thereof. 

The Sum of what hath been ſaid, con- 
cerning our // hole Duty, is This: The 
Safety of the Kingdom depends upon 
God's Favours to it; God's Favours to 
the Kingdom depend upon its Confurmi- 
ty to His Will; The National Confor- 
mity to God's Will depends upon fuch a 
Conformity of the Particular Perſons, 
which the Community conſiſts of; and 
the Per ſection of that National Confar- 

f mity 
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mity Riſeth in Proportion to the Num. 
bers of fuch Conformable Perſons, whoſe 
Spiritual State is Diſtinctly ſeen and E- 
ſtimated, in One View, by the Omni- 
ſcient God; Such a Conformity of Par- 
ticular Perſons to God's Will implies their 
utter Aver ſiou to all Evil, whether in 
Themſelves or in Other perſons, and 
Their Intire Love of all Goodneſs ;; Such 
Their Averſion and Love do Imply Their 
Sincere Repentance for their Own Sins, 
and their Deteſtation of the Sins of 
their Brethren, and all the Proper Con- 
ſequences of Both; Therefore the Safe- 
ty of the Kingdom depends upon ſuch 
our Repentance and Dereſtation, and the 
Proper Fruits and Effects of Them. 
II. The Second and Laſt thing to be 
taken notice of, is, the Puniſhment which 
we may expect, our Duty be not Ful- 
filled.” 

We ſhould Seriouſly and Attentively 
Poſſeſs our Minds with the Thoughts of 
the Fudgments, which hang over us, that 
we may be the more Earueſt in our De- 
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vout Addreſſes to the Wife Governour 
of the World, upon whom Alone it de. 
pends, whether They ſhall, in Fury, break 
in upon us, or, in Mercy be With-held 
from us. Let the Quick Senſe, of our 
Danger add Quickneſs to the Senſe, and 
Fidelity to the Diſcharge of our Du. 
ty. Let our Imaginations give us a View, 
and may we never have any Other 
View than what Imagination can give, 
of the Vaſt Miſeries we ſhould labour 
under, if that Horrid and Relentleſs Mini- 
ſter of Death, which is now waſting our 
Neighbouring Nations, ſhould make an 
Inroad into our Own. *Tis not Eaſy to 
be Conceived, how we ſhall be Oppreſled, 
and Sunk under Conſternation and Contu. 
fion, if this mighty Conqueror ſhall find 
us in a State of Impenitence, if we hall 
be Suprized with thoſe Gloomy and Dil. 
mal Days, when thouſands ſhall fall be. 
fide us, and ten thouſands at our raght 
hand, and we our Selves ſhall be under 


Conſtant and Piercing Apprehenſions, of 


having our Own Tortured Bodies added to 
the 
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the Heaps of the Fallen. Life will loſe its 
Value, when all the Comforts and Beau- 
ties of it are :Vaniſhed, and when it ap. 
pears in no Colours. but the Sable and 
Mournful ones of Perplexity and Aſto.. 
niſhment; When we ſhall be Continually 
Haunted with a Dread, not Unlike to that 
of Cain, that every one that meeteth us, will 
Slay us; When we ſhall, at once, wiſh for 
the Comfort of Converſing with our 
Friends, and yet Shrink under that Wiſh, 
leſt They ſhould indeed prove our Enemies, 
and, Undeſignedly, give us the Mortal 
Wound; When, at once, Natural Appetite 
ſhall puſh us forward to a neceſſary Supply 
of Nouriſhment,and more Cautious Thought 
Forbid our Approaches to it, leſt it ſhould 
be Impregnated with the Fatal Poyſon; 
When we ſhall be Inceſſantly racked with 
Fear of Admitting the very Air, we Live 
by, leſt we ſhould draw in Death with it; 
When Time fhall be Intirely ſwallowed up 
in One Uninterrupted Funeral; When we 
ſhall be ever Uncertain, whether the Ter- 


rors of the Preſent Moment are Riſen as 
High, 
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Ghaſtlier Thoughts, or Ghaſtlier Sights, 


whichNow fit ſo very Heavy, that they ſeem 


Drive ſo Thick over our Minds, that there 
is no Room for one Gladſom Ray of Light, 
or Comfort to break in between them; and, 
When we ſhall be ſcarce able to Determin, 
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High, as Terrors can Riſe, or, whether the 
Next Moments, proving as Deceitful as 
the Preſent; ſhall bring on a Scene of ſtill 


than Thoſe that uſher'd-in the moments, 


to have loſt their Fleeting Nature, and to 
Dwell upon us; When Clouds of Horror 


whether ſuch a Death, or ſuch aDread, be 
the Greater Evil. 


We are at preſent to conſider, whit our 


3 of things will then be; how 


Willing and Ready we ſhall then de, to 
purchaſe Relief under our Inſuperable Diff. 
culties, Freedom from our Inſupportable 
Reflexions, and an Intire Senſe of Safety, 
at any Rate, or by any means; either, 
by an Utter Deteſtation of the Sins of O- 
ther Men, without reſpect of Perſons, or 
without any Other Reſpect and Difference, 
tharr That of turning the Greateſt Weight 
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of our Abhorrence, upon the Iniquities and 
Abominations of Thoſe, who ſeem. to have 


been the Greateſt Occaſions. of our Miſe- 


y; or, by Boldly Exhorting and Re- 
proving the moſt Profligate, or Powerful 
Sinner alive; or, by Abandoning, Utter- 
ly, our Infidelity, or Impenitency, our 
Corrupt Principles, or Corrupt Practices, 
all the Deareſt of our Sinful Gratifica- 
tions, of Body or Mind ; Tamely ſub. 
mitting our. Reaſon to an Unſhaken Belicf 
of the Myſterzes, and our Paſſions to an 
latire Obedience to the Precepts of the 
Goſpel. » 

Letus therefore Now, by a wiſe Choice, 
take into our, Minds, ſuch a Judgment of 
Things, as we thall not Then be able to 
keep Out of Them; Let us now. be In- 
duſtrious in Performing the Duties, which 
we ſhall Then Hate the Thoughts of Ne- 
glecting. Tho' our Endeavours may Now 
be ſufficient to Prevent the Judgments of 
God, they may not Then ſuſſice to the Re- 
moval of Them. Let us turn to the Lord 
with all our Hearts, and diligently /eek 


F him 
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him, bi he may be found. Behold 
now is the Accepted time, behold, now 


ic the day of Salvation. 


Let our Apprehenſions of the Evils, 
which ſurround us, work ſo Happy and 
Laſting a Change in us, that thoſe Evil. 
Themſelves may never Invade and over. 
take us, but that we may obrain the 
Mercy and Favour of the mo/? High, ſuch 
Degrees of his Mercy and Favour, as may 
Effectually Preſerve us from Deſtruction, 
both Temporal and Eternal, through the 
Powerful Merits and Mediation of our 
Bleſſed Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt; 


To whom with the Father, and the Holy 


Gho#t, Three Perſons, and one God, be 
all Honour, Praiſe, and Thankſgiving, 
both Now, and for Evermore. Amen. 
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